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what the relative clause might be. Thus, 'We shall be a huge
crowd*.—'Well, we shall be the merrier*. Or, 'If he raises his
demands, I grant them more willingly', i.e., The more he asks,
the more willingly I give. This instance leads to the other
possible meaning, which is wider. (2) The original meaning of
the demonstrative the is simply by that; this in the complete
double form, and often elsewhere, has the interpretation,
limited to quantity, of by so much, or in that proportion; but it
may also mean on that account, when the relative clause is not
present. Again, however, the context must answer plainly in
some form the question On what account?. Thus, He has done
me many good turns; but I do not like him any the better; i.e.,
any better on that account; i.e., on account of the good turns.
The function of the, then, is to tell us that there is, just
before or after, an answer to one of the questions, More by
what amount?, More on what account?. If there is no such
answer, we may be sure that the comparative has no right to
its the. We start with a sentence that is entitled to its the,
but otherwise unidiomatic.
We are not a whit the less depressed in spirits at the sight of all this
unrelieved misery on the stage by the reminder that Euripides was
moved to depict it by certain occurrences in his own contemporary
Athens. Times.
The less is less on that account, viz., that we are reminded. But
the preposition required when the cause is given in this con-
struction by a noun is for, not by. Read for the reminder. The
type is shown in None the better for seeing you. Our sentence
is in. fact a mixture between Our depression is not lessened
by the reminder, and We are not the less depressed for the reminder;
and the confusion is worse that depressed by happens to be a
common phrase.
The suggestion, as regarded Mr. Sowerby, was certainly true, and
was not the less so as regarded some of Mr. Sowerby's friends.—
TROLLOPE.
The tells us that we can by looking about us find an answer
either to Not less true by what amount? or to Not less true on

